BPCA method validation 12
The BPCA method was validated by evaluating an unburned field soil from our site that 13 was mixed with a laboratory produced biochar at 5, 20 and 50% soil weight. The 14 laboratory biochar was derived from beetle--killed pine sourced from the CLP drainage 15
combusted at approximately 400 to 500 °C and ground to a fine texture. The BPCA method 16 validation with biochar--amended soils generated a linear relationship among the samples 17 (BPCA--C = --1.506 + (0.89 * % char), r 2 = 0.94, p<0.001). The coefficients of variation at 18 different amendment levels were 0.05 at 5% amendment, 0.07 at 20% amendment, and 19 0.19 at 50% amendment. The majority of BPCA--C values in our field study were below the 20 5% amendment, thus we concluded the method was robust for quantifying BC and 21 progressed with field--based sample collections. 22 
